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Abstract

Dialectal variation is one of the central concerns of sociolinguistics, which seeks to construct
models explaining how language use changes according to surrounding social factors. Humans are
inherently social beings who must communicate with others of their kind, and language has been
the fundamental tool enabling them, since the beginning of creation, to build bridges of
communication. The speaker is a member of a speech community, and this membership directly
contributes to the variation in the language they use. Changes occur across all levels of language,
influenced by several factors, foremost among them human nature and the geographical area in
which the individual resides. This geographical environment leads individuals to vary their speech
sounds, resulting in clear phonetic variation in their vocabulary during use. A distinction also
emerges between language and dialect in usage, contributing to the enrichment of language through
the introduction of new lexical items. This phenomenon is clearly manifested in the recitations of
Qur’anic readers concerning the glottal stop (hamza), including its full articulation (realization),
easing (lenition), and substitution. The hamza is considered one of the most difficult sounds to
pronounce, as it is closely linked to the speech apparatus and how it is manipulated in articulation.
It requires muscular effort from the speaker, which in turn motivates speakers to ease, fully
articulate, or substitute it. This is further facilitated by the social nature of language, as it reflects the
habits of the linguistic communities that use it.
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