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Abstract

This research presents an analytical study of the intellectual movement in the Islamic East, based
on the biographies included in Yaqut al-Hamawi's "Mu'jam al-Udaba''. The study's significance lies
in its ability to interpret historical texts, identify features of scientific development and the diversity
of disciplines, and extract information about the intellectual movement of that era. The research
employs a descriptive-analytical approach alongside a historical methodology to highlight the major
intellectual centers of the East, such as Merv, Nishapur, Herat, and Bukhara, and their central role as
repositories of books, or being as centers of learning where al- Nizamiyya schools and literary debates
flourished. The research also demonstrates the profound connection between the social and
geographical environment and intellectual achievement, as these cities produced prominent scholarly
families who passed down knowledge for centuries. Furthermore, the study identifies the nature of
the prevailing sciences of that era, including transmitted, linguistic, literary, historical, and rational
sciences. It also sheds light on Yaqut al-Hamawi's life and travels and their impact on the formation
of his scholarly material, highlighting the scholarly value of "Mu'jam al-Udaba" in documenting lost
works, its accuracy and rigorous research, and the breadth of its subject matter. Its
comprehensiveness, along with an explanation of Yaqut’s method in selecting, arranging, and
classifying biographies. The research concluded that Yaqut’s book is a rich record of the history of
thought and its people, and a geographical and social reference that reflects the movement of scholars
and their journeys in pursuit of knowledge despite the political turmoil and the Mongol invasion that
the author lived through.

Keywords: Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu’jam al-Udaba’, Islamic East, Scientific Movement, Biographies.
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