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Abstract

with sports posts related to the 26th Arabian Gulf Cup on social media and examine its relationship
with the promotion of hate speech by identifying patterns of interaction, their motivations, the
relationship between the type of discourse used and the level of hate, as well as determining the
topics that generate the highest levels of audience engagement and the most common forms of hate
speech. The study is descriptive in nature and adopted the field survey method. A questionnaire was
used as the data collection tool and was electronically distributed to a random sample of 400
respondents who followed sports posts related to the tournament. The study was theoretically
grounded in the Uses and Gratifications Theory. The findings revealed a high level of audience
awareness of the spread of hate speech in posts related to the 26th Arabian Gulf Cup. Most
respondents tended to read or ignore such posts rather than actively engage with them. The
motivations for interaction were primarily associated with sports affiliation, national identity, and
following the tournament events. The most common forms of hate speech included racism,
bullying, insulting teams and players, and the dissemination of false news. The findings further
indicate that the nature of interaction on social media contributes to reproducing and expanding hate
speech, highlighting the need to strengthen media responsibility and digital awareness to mitigate its
negative impacts.
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