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Abstract

Our research focuses on a prominent Tunisian figure who played a significant role in the history
of modern Tunisia: Sadek Zmerli. He grew up in a political, economic, social, and cultural
environment that provided fertile ground for Tunisian nationalists. From this environment,
Sadek Zmerli was able to challenge the French colonialists, whom he found controlling all
aspects of Tunisian life. He was deeply influenced by the Tunisian environment created by the
French colonialists, particularly after the establishment of the French protectorate over Tunisia
in 1881, That is, before his birth, as the arbitrary colonial policy against the Tunisian people and
the exceptional laws that France unjustly imposed on the Tunisians were a strong national
motive for Sadek Zmerli, who sought hard to provide a national service to his country, and he
was indeed able to make several contributions that made him stand out as one of the national
leaders in the history of Tunisia. At the beginning of his political activity, Sadek Zmerli had no
power to stand up against the injustice suffered by the Tunisians except for one power, which
was his culture and principles, through which he refused to compromise with the occupiers in
order to win him over to their side and abandon the issue of confronting their colonial plans.

But he later realized, especially after the events of the First World War that affected the internal
situation in Tunisia, as well as the global political changes that resulted from the war, that the
political views he put forward and tried to implement were no longer compatible with the
prevailing conditions. Neither the leaders of the Tunisian national movement had achieved what
the people wanted from them, nor were the French occupiers serious about responding to the
demands put forward by the nationalists. As a result of this contradiction, Sadek Zmerli moved
away from political work and turned to administrative work.

Keywords: Zmerli — Tunisian youth — Zellaj — Tunisia — North Africa Conference
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