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Abstract
This study investigates the distinctive characteristics of conversational structure in Iraqi podcasts

through an analysis of the program "Shay Mansi." It explores the key components of this structure,
turn-taking mechanisms, question patterns, the functions of backchannel signals and pauses, recurring
themes in guests' memories, and how the conversational structure reflects Iraqi cultural identity. The
research aims to observe and analyze the program’s conversational structure, identify turn-taking
practices, examine the types of questions used, uncover the roles of backchannel signals and pauses,
and extract the main themes recurring in the guests' recollections. A descriptive-analytical approach
was adopted, using content analysis as the primary method. A purposive sample of 20 episodes was
selected from the program’s total of 66 episodes. The findings reveal that childhood memories, family
relationships, and place are the most frequent themes, accounting for 25%, 22%, and 19%,
respectively. Iraqi cultural specificity is strongly evident through the use of local dialect (35%) and
the value of generosity (25%). Furthermore, the guest dominates speaking time with 76% of the
episode, while open-ended and emotional questions make up 80% of all questions asked. The host
produces an average of 67 backchannel signals per episode, interruptions are rare (only 0.7 per
episode), and there are approximately 6 long pauses per episode. The study concludes that "Shay
Mansi" offers a distinctive model of conversational structure, grounded in respect for the guest’s
space, the use of open-ended and emotional questions that evoke memories, and a high frequency of
backchannel signals that help establish trust
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