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Prose Genres in the Book Zahr al-Adab wa Thamar al-Albab (The

Flower of Etiquette and the Fruit of Intellects) by Abu Ishaq Ibrahim
ibn ‘All al-Husr1 al-Qayrawani

Israa Hashim Minkhi
University of Al-Shatrah / College of Fine Arts

Abstract

The book (Zahr al-Adab wa Thamar al-Albab) (The Flower of Etiquette and the Fruit of Intellects)
by Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Ali al-Husri al-Qayrawani represents a gem situated within the corpus of
literary compilations dedicated to gathering the masterpieces of (Adab) (belles-lettres) in both
poetry and prose« as disseminated throughout the nation’s heritage. Al-HusrT assumed a pioneering
stance in the meticulous attention devoted to the process of selection¢ organization¢ and the
arrangement of the book’s chapters and contents. He rendered it in a resplendent form¢ free from
affectation in selection< monotony« excessive elaboration¢ or undue brevity in any particular aspect.
Consequently« the work encompasses a broad spectrum of **prose genres**¢ including (sermons«
maxims¢ testaments¢ historical anecdotes¢ battle narratives¢ biographies¢ homilies¢ proverbs«
epistolary art¢ and description. These texts are diverse in their temporal and spatial points of
reference. A significant portion originates from the early Islamic period¢« wherein their language and
orientation are characterized by profound Islamic significations. Another segment derives from the
succeeding eras—beginning with the time of the Rightly Guided Caliphs¢ proceeding through the
Umayyad and Abbasid periods¢ and culminating in the author’s own epoch. Al-HusiT’s
methodology is distinguished by his keenness to ensure that the selected texts possess the qualities
of novelty and rarity¢« deliberately avoiding the commonplace¢« widespread¢ and repetitive texts
found in other works akin to this book. Here« it is essential to note al-HusiT’s awareness of the
**recipient** (the reader). Upon perusing the book¢ the reader will find it devoid of complexity¢
marked by elegance of expression and meaning¢ easily comprehensible¢ impactful¢ and eloquent in
its discourse¢ all while maintaining a sense of freshness and singularity. The book contains both
light-hearted and serious speech¢« dazzling and gentle upon the intellect.

Keywords: Prose Genres¢ Zahr al-Adab wa Thamar al-Albab« al-HusrT al-Qayrawani« Epistolary
Art¢ Oratory« Maxims and Proverbs.
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