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Abstract

American cinema played a pivotal role in consolidating the cultural influence of the United States
within Latin American countries during the Cold War. Films were used as an effective instrument of
soft power to transmit American values and principles, such as individual freedom, liberal democracy,
and a market-based economy, in contrast to the Soviet ideology based on class equality and a centrally
planned economy. Through the wide circulation of Hollywood productions across various Latin
American countries, U.S. policy was able to influence local public consciousness and shape a positive
image of the American way of life as a model of progress and prosperity. The United States also
supported film distribution companies and facilitated access to movies in cinemas and television
screens, in addition to cultural exchange and cooperation programs, which further strengthened the
American visual and intellectual presence within Latin American societies. Cinema was not limited
to entertainment; it became an indirect political tool, complementary to official diplomacy, helping
to build emotional connections with audiences and reduce anti-American sentiments. Thus, American
cinema became a soft weapon used to reinforce Washington’s position in the ideological and cultural
competition with the Soviet Union within the Latin American continent.

Keywords: Cold War, U.S. Policy, Cinema in Latin America, Cuba, Soviet Union.
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